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The surprising
artofgrass

Gill Gatfield doesn't let the grass grow under herfeet, she
takes it into the art gaLLery.CHRISTOPHERMOOREreports.

Whll'fl"rnhl"<lIIIS~I,t'.lt"
Ell~r~!k n>:l~r Sh.o\.'.
IIl"rc'> dbo 4 _ of
r<ll."I.\I1dily 4t tilt C!,llfP 9i

Conktnl'OrJry NI tu Gm CaUlclr.fl." '
lattl\M''l,Utcidlt 'Iuil figumw.'dy. on
ttaUery vlsttllt'll-

Wa(~hing 1\1\\SJgTl>WniI!II!l no-I
K<'rn the rnt\$! ~!mUl"-linll of cultural
I'\U1!lIiU. but G~Ir.dd·5 CAI,~,iliun•••.
COCA r~i.;c<lhe film~y f":'~a.e. Ab
19'''''\, 10 D fint' 3JI (Orln, Since 2002.
htl ml"!1'Il~,Dy based worl< ....,
ar1ur<>i All<! c::qr~\dod an eclectic
~'C1.~'S''' 01nul~fi.lh (sJa5$, di:>poi'
~bl~nal'pic" dtd'M: (""ulIG-pin,)
,into complcxand inlriJ;ulnganvrorks,
F(J\U )'01:1" 1IIt<'l' ~ nntodoo Gm.
lItim painting. ~he ",o,in",", '" IlO'
fatcln~lcod I\D<Ich.u."l\~ by il'
f"l\"l,lIh,~

Tht tide o(1il:l: ,",1~1,.j, ••W gI1;t'!i '

IUII)( dud loitJ,:oQir;lu.\!n Pkrn
Air Cl" lit: klO!Sd)' IT,'ru!atcd ll:\ "in Ihc
open ~It".a term QPI,fjedlQ JWtllin~
IlUidtw,m lUld ill, mil\li411igh,t. , ,

Gollh'oJd ",? .• ll·~. t«hiijljlll: ,.-hidl
""I(rtd Ihe t\,;ellCC ol'L.ndsoaopc

1",hmJ1g. alIuwing a direct (Mru:akm
!)(Iw«tl «~jty lUid its rqlJtliCfltation.

In her la\.1l ~tirlS!, • ;lice'lr
turfwnll'klC: \O/J~' t~~I\! _rnl~;
from a goIf,l\tJIY. IH,j"hod ""10>1
cunws ~II. c:xpottd to sunlight
ond Wlueuddally. G.tllkld ,:,.n't
~nticil'l!~ ,vhal WIlltc>ull • fhil. h
unprc:d.ictabk ut Ifflm the aNtOr
1""1101('; ,,,Id RIll,,", d~

Th~ on: ",(Irk> which hrinS I~
olJtlide ~'Ilrld wick>. They 111,*1 ;d!<'l
be 111."lily ott ",hir.h '~\lif\;:s a
leguLAr w;rlcriJIg and ~ l!IolSSatrer if
UtC owner ISaw~y from ho~.

H0"t;ng~wr.&>i® 'h~lawn ,>'On.,
i~J U'rl""Ofntaj;flC1i, pJ.iminl:!' wh<"
up \0 2000 Iil1IJIII pin..= !It:.tdltd to
• IlllJSI"ti<:b,t,-tJ;'Il- 'The finel)' tu"oo
b,.,t"n('t or8J7iv!I)'llI1d \~I - on<l
lb. invcnm'ttltlP "fiM utI$!. C1J!':IIOI
or .:oIi1!'l11.lf - crc:n«!S :!billing pall,'fllS
~ndf~lUre;"

lk,m in K.n'",wl. Gill Gatfidd'1
.hrldhut>U in ,b •. H3y of I'kflly •.aw
her creating bfidgts or nlikinl!,mutl
p~ "\I$""l!h'"i1)'J.iC'(mcdtobo!
'1).00.,& thing> -.

UUling a Inl&:nt ~ge in the:
Unirtd l\Lllt' ,I"''f'etll Ill"\! o(Ih,·
timt in th< high «.hoot ut JOOIll_ Ilot
!Iow rullKr than wt ,",'I,J~1dbeceme ~
(~lIlrilll""1 "not! lif. for" d,~."
she brolmc ill\'Oh'cd with qUC$lI~n'
of law rt'furm. '

~fl\ll 111('\-"1 sllll1>rd lct~liJlg
!hInll$••illIe , •••.as in I~w- p~lnlin"
mostly. bUI u)so 5U..u ob~ The
lurrUJ1&poim (>l/Ill' wht.D I had a
Ikdleited ••••ork~, 1•••'aiIrunninl!,
In)' 0"''11 IcpI bIUin<:>. ~f\d ~11C'n<llntl
wt <101$_I then hdd ~ ullIl,le ••r ,
exhiblUons. T ol1kin~ with people wtIo
kill"" mere O,boUII~ pmtic~ of art
lumt'd .1fir/ll.lO, Ididn't llil.~tu
"l'mJe in two ,",'O,ld"I «MM olJ1l'ly
m>' nlind'lll.,.;l homb to 1111,~

$hi: ""lI) uu<"p!.J 1nlI' EIam
ScbO<Jl' $m;t!lt't6 dcill'<'t programill('
wbq-e'b/lf art ev~. '\\~l sl'urrod
hle<!ll WlL' Ill. ~hililY 10 .,tl{~:,hfq,\t"
:and a m.uuring of m}" "'OIl\. 'nJl. an '
l.tI\11 q.r.m thln.S- J n~al"'ll.Q
""Y in tme "1"".,1 m/I ,lei'..,n \(.
invelt!j;olt: v~ri"u.rtUler\;t1J ~nd
rroJIYf.'-'\1D(1) !hem."

11lr insl'imlion fur
G316cld'$ art I!lo~'SOO)"l ill
I:h:r mind ruddml)- - as
1lIIUl)'Q( her ldco$ do
ulUOUy in lb. ""Iy houn
(lflh. ",,,mlng.

"WJlmlge1 :Ul id(~ ]'U
pU/'5Ul;! il, UIIJe:iS Ifind t1ut
Mlrt1t.i)tle is ,Joing
M>mt1htllg silllllir Ill'
bener ;\ ••••illdl pointl'U
drop the ldra.lnool
dmlkngr. 111~lllUrt J look
fOI the am~~ I.hrnugh
th.cmaterials md cuaooD.
Ihe ~II ~ I (Cj(';trch
dl~ 1'1(>,1«1.I U8" down
3f1tol1l.V<'nu~ In ,hrow up more
1IwUj;hts. solutlons, ~~" ,a1'S.

WIagn'(' IMI IlJgi£ is,~ >un..::
or these things. To begin with It"lNI
and mor,lt'sC'll>:iting \Ioilro f>ml
don't tu.",.ul ""pednliHll or 1\>1.•
tIt~ willlUm OUI.~
r0 ilIUJlrnlcthe p6int. :!be readL<

w~le'in&one (I(her em ly gm,
I»Jntingl, '

"rtlooked <'luil~bmulUu! illl'"
dO.rm.t1l1.I",td,ulllook {t outside
art<! put the hose on iLl •••••.s
oblliously feding somewh~1 ,,,bult
(hili day. \\1,m Imurllt~blq ill.ad
SJ<l"''' 10 '''I')' tong. ''''Y 81"""

:!boots, It looks bcautiful
bud hlUlging on the wall.
, ''In IU1 little' U Itn~O<'-Y
to kM: th~ dramatic, I,~

shock. But !he~ works
in'l'Q/\" slow dll1n!\rt;; slow
tC'<d.1lwn" anrl pcrlhl"" a
Ions playinB tiOle.". _

Tbe /jrl[ grUI p.w1l1nll
1I1Cc:dullittd WlH ~,>d
(or ,10" ;naugl"ol national
()lIltlllp<lf<'ry art"~"rd in
2003, The \,'Ork. LaKYI
(Grrm), caused seme initial
H"~f11 (or lb.RiJlkry's
cumlOI"<, hut ~ .01••11011_'
fQund alicr ~ \>\Jeering

IcglIlI~ \\111QIlIbW/)(...J.
~llIili"lJ)'lh'i' hold "0;.-"',\1.;.",,

~bout han~intl'h. piece, When )'OU
do somnhmg for the fIrSt lime.
IbtlClolways "ri-k thall,,-'Opli: will
Ihin!: Ih~I ifs ~ jc:>I«, nlll 'I "'~'n'la
folly In ""Y len$< lIIl4 h""cfulJr!he
bo.ly or ','Od<, whi..ti (QUu,,,-d 11-»
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GIll Girtfoelds Blacf< 0:wtJ
ZOO8.left.llelaw: r~
P:eB5W1!,Gi!!lfen.

proved IhiI.. Thoe I~CIthat they
pctllC'o~roCd. and ('Vim (QtIlld IiIlme<>nc
Iu w-~Iel the \n,,,,< Ilonugh th" course
<lrthc edtibilir", W~~" fuming l'''i.1\1
for me. P«tple 'JI'I" from one•
1x>li""eJ Lhlll!l:w", •••,,,Iu were worth
,iufmiul\. " she "'p._

Tod.ty ifl1llcry(tOtlHMtillU<' '"
w;llch the ps grow,

"It'> ~ like that lluth!\ •..
lilllI>C\'l'11Icily- "'1~,liIuod,.,$()lIDd
of ~ .ingle rin dJtlPpJn;g - tql'CI<'JlIO
the~c !'Ihkhintcrt-lu me,Ulllil
)'1.)11 in"<:IUpIC tbo:tn (""IMr. UN,)'
",,"11 lInr~n11u"',I>I", TILI'I\ )'Q" bq9n
10 notler the $l'ml,\icily ~fld the ,.ue,,~~
within thcm.l'm trying IIIpull b)'Cf~
of rompl;:xiIY 0111or tit<::s<-m:lleriall.
'me I~ d'l<'rrLl. dl"ll1"l~ intc'<'ltills
the ,,"'rk. •

"nl~ i<~l'of CI('IUng tIt.4'SI:woria iI
Ihtll yo~I'l"''n kr""", Iww,theywlll
turn QU!.And w.at~ling tile gr~ is~
good WIly to $Wl tht """king d.:!V,"

o GIll Gatfie1t:fs Er! P\mn Ail at the
~~Ull of Contc",por lYy I\lt. until
/-Wen 1.5.
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